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Other Informat ion:
A new site.

Description and Reasons for Notif ication:
Babcary Meadows is one of the last remaining areas of traditionally managed
unimproved neutral grassland in south Somerset and contains a rich variety of
h e r b s .

The site is positioned to the north of the River Cary at an altitude of 30 m on flat and
gently sloping ground.  The underlying rocks are Lower Liassic clays upon which
river alluvium has been deposited.  Soils here belong to the Evesham 3 series and
tend to be slowly permeable and calcareous on raised areas or seasonally
waterlogged and clayey in hollows.

The plant community contains a very high proportion of herbaceous species.
Grasses tend to be more abundant on sloping ground while sedges increase in
frequency where hollows occur.  Crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus, red fescue
Festuca rubra, sweet vernal-grass Anthoxanthum odoratum and perennial rye-
grass Lolium perenne form the basis of the sward on drier ground with quaking
grass Briza media occurring frequently.  Herb species include abundant cowslip
Primula veris, yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor, salad burnet Sanguisorba minor
and betony Stachys off icinalis.  Oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare and hoary
plantain Plantago media are also abundant.

In the wetter hollows sedges such as carnation sedge Carex panicea, spring sedge
Carex caryophyllea, common sedge Carex nigra and glaucous sedge Carex flacca
become dominant.  The herb component includes saw-wort Serratula t inctoria,
devil’s-bit scabious Succisa pratensis, creeping jenny Lysimachia nummular ia,
pepper saxifrage Silaum si laus and cork-fruited water-dropwort O e n a n t h e
p impine l lo ides which is restricted in distribution to the south of Britain.

Areas immediately adjacent to the river bank are frequently waterlogged and
contain numerous tussocks of soft rush Juncus effusus.  Associated plants include
meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, cuckoo flower Cardamine pratensis and common
fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica


