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[A Persian translation of a letter from the Department of the Secretariat

dated 23 December 2008 to an individual believer]
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1.HT.

In the Name of God, The Ever Blesse Thy sealed letter hath reached the presence of
this Wronged One and from it have We inhaled the fragrance of thy devotion towards
God> the Help—in—Peril, the Self—Subsisting. We beseech God to acquaint thee with
that which is latent in the inscribed Tablet and to enable thee to hearken unto the
melody of the Dove warbling upon the branches and to perceive the murmur of the
water of life which through the power of wisdom and utterance gusheth out of the well —

spring of the Will of the Lord of mankind.

1.SL.

In the name of God, the Most Holy Thy sealed letter arrived before the Wronged One.
Thereform did We catch a fragrance of thy sincerity towards God, the Protector, the
Self—Subsisting. We entreat God that He might inform thee of that which is concealed
in an inscribed Tablet; might enable thee to hearken unto the cooing of the Dove upon
the branches and murmuring of the Water of Life which hath flowed with Wisdom and

Explanation from the spring of the Will of the King of Existence.
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1.Z.

In the name of God the most high! Exalted teacher! Your sealed letter to the oppressed
arrived, and we recognized from the same your uprightness towards the almighty all -
preserving God. We ask God, that He may reveal to you the hidden knowledge written
upon a tablet and let you hear the rustling of the leaves from the tree of knowledge and
the murmuring of the waters flowing from the essence of the creator ruling over all with

wisdom and intelligence.
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2.HT.

O friend! It behoveth your honor to attentively consider the Word of God and to
appreciate its ascendancy and sweetness, for verily it sufficeth all the dwellers of the
earth. The first one to believe in Him Who was the Spirit (Jesus) became enraptured by
the Word his Lord had uttered, and through the potency of His Word he turned unto
Him and embraced the truth, wholly detached from the worldly things that men cherish.

Thus beseem the leviathans of the Most Great Ocean.

2.SL.

O beloved one! It is necessary that thine eminence contemplate the Word of God, the
grandeur and sweetness of which sufficeth all the worlds. The first of those who
believed in the Spirit (Jesus) was enraptured by the Word of his Lord and through it
turned and believed, detached from whatsoever the people possess. Such action is

incumbent upon the fishes of the Most Great Ocean.

2.7.

It is your first duty to contemplate the work of God whose excellence and sweetness

fills the worlds. He who believes in the Spirit receives him, he will be clothed with the
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word of righteousness and through the same he will receive and believe, though he may
be cut off from all that is in the hands of men. This is necessary even for the great fishes

in the greatest sea.
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3.HT.

O thou accomplished man of understanding; O thou who art wise and discerning! Know
thou of a truth that selfish desires have deterred the generality of mankind from turning
their faces towards God, the Lord of Names. Whoso beholdeth with the eye of insight
will be moved to testify and bear witness to the truth, exclaiming: Glorified is my Lord,
the Most Exalted. Bothe land and sea have rejoiced at the glad—tidings of the land of
God and all nations have been promised the advent of Him Who will purge the ills and
infirmities of the world. He verily is the One Who shall build the Temple of the Lord.

Blessed are they that recognize the truth.

3.SL.

O thou informed mystic knower and insightful religious leader! Know thou that base
passion hath hindered most mortals from turning their faces unto God, the King of
Names. Such, however, as gaze with the eye of insight, shall bear witness and seeing
exclaim, ‘Praise be unto my Lord, the Most Exalted.’ Land and sea hath rejoiced at the
Beneficence of God. The nations were given the promise regarding the appearance of
the Healer of Infirmities. He» assuredly is the expected Builder of the Temple. Blessed

be such as are possessed of mystic knowledge.

3.Z.

Oh you learned experienced and clear—sighted teachers know, that indulgence
prevented most mortals from approaching to God who rules the heavens. He however,
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who wants to see, perceives the light, which testifies, so that he may exclaim: Praise be
to the Lord, the most high! The righteousness of the Lord is made known to land and
sea he has promised the restorer of all errors! He builds the temple, and blessed are

those who can comprehend it.
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4. HT.

When appointed Hour is come Carmel will raise her voice and cry aloud. Methinks she
trembleth before the stirrings of the breeze of God. Well is it with them that perceive.
Were any one to incline his inner ear he would readily observe the Rock crying out,
bearing witness unto the ever—abiding Lord. Blessed the man that hath discovered the
sweet savours of this utterance and set his face towards the Kingdom, rid of all
attachments to the world, inasmuch as when that which is mentioned in the Book will

come to pass thou wouldst find the people seeing with their eyes but recognize not.

4.SL.

When appointed time came, Carmel cried out, trembling as if shaken by the breezes of
the Lord, Blessed be such as hearken! Should anyone with the ear of the inner nature,
the same would assuredly hear the cry from the Rock. It verily, proclaimeth in a most
elevated voice and beareth witness unto the Eternal God. Blessed be such as catch a
fragrance of the Utterance and turn unto the Kingdom, detached from the contingent
world. When that which is mentioned in the Holy Books hath come to pass» thou shalt

see the people beholding but not understanding.
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4.7

When the appointed time has come, Carmel will break out in joy as if moved by the
gentle breathing of the Lord, blessed are those who hear it! He who walks with open
ears receives an answer from the rock. He shouts with a loud voice and bears witness to
the eternal God. Blessed is he who finds the knowledge and is free of all doubts! If that

appears, which is written in the books, men will see and not comprehend.
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5.HT.

O friend! Consider thou the Mystery of the Great Reversal, symbolizing the sign of the
Sovereign, for it hath caused the exalted among the people to be abased and the abased
to be exalted. Moreover call thou to mind the circumstances at the time if the coming of
Jesus when the divines, the learned and the men of letters rejected Him, while he that
was only a fisherman directed himself towards the Kingdom. This is the meaning of that
which is expressed by way of allusions and mysteries amidst the shadows of the words.
Verily, great> immensely great, is the Cause of God. Peter, the Apostle, despite his

exalted position and lofty station, did hold his tongue when he was interrogated.

5.SL

O beloved one! Behold the mystery of the reversal on account of the symbol of the
Ruler for He hath made the exalted ones their lowly ones and their lowly ones their
exalted ones. And call thou to mind the fact that when Jesus came He was rejected by
the divines, the learned and the educated. He who was a mere fisherman (Peter), on the
other hand, entered the Kingdom. This is the mystery of what was mentioned in the

heart of the words by means of intimations and allusions. Great, great is the Cause!
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Peter the Apostle, in spite of his excellence and the eminence of his station, held back

his tongue when asked about it.

5.2

My dear friend! Contemplate the mystery of assimilation (tankis) the type of the leader
(ar—rayyis) whereby the exalted is debased and the debased is exalted. Consider also,
that when Jesus appeared he was denied by the learned, the wise and the educated, and
fishers received the Kingdom. Thus was fulfilled what had been indicated in obscure
words by types and signs. The matter is great and important; for Peter the Apostle

according to his excellence and supremacy pronounced the word, when he was asked.
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6.HT.

Indeed shouldst thou, wholly for the sake of the Lord, ponder in thy heart on that which
occurred in the past, thou wouldst behold the light shining resplendent before thy face
and wouldst make it the object of thy constant attention. For the Truth is too obvious to
be obscured by veils and the path too conspicuous to be concealed by darkness and the
certitude too securely established to be wrapped up in false imaginings. They that have
suffered themselves to be kept back are but the ones who have followed the promptings
of their own selfish desires and are in this Day, lying fast asleep. Ere long will they be
roused from their slumber, will rush forth, but alas shall discern naught. Well is it with
him that inhaleth the fragrance the moment it is diffused. Verily he hath attained unto

that which the sincere servants of God have attained.
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6.SL.

Shouldst thou consider sincerely what hath heretofore come to pass, for the sake of the
Lord alone, thou wilt assuredly see the Light shining before thine eyes. The truth is too
manifest to be wrapped up in veils » the Path too open to be enveloped in darkness and
the Certainty too evident to be obscured by doubts. Those who have been held back are
the ones who have followed their lusts and are today slumbering, sleeping. They shall
wake up and run around but find no place to hide. Blessed be such as catch the
fragrance of Truth, then awaken, that they might attain whatsoever the sincere servants

attained.

6.Z

When you consider past events in the light of the Lord you will see his light appear
before your face and before your eyes. Truth is too clear to be covered by veils and the
road too open to be hidden by obstructions and faith by obscure meanings. Those who
have erred, have followed their lusts and are now among the slumbering and sleeping;
they awake, run, and are not to be found. Blessed is he who finds knowledge and being

uneasy penetrates as others of the redeemed servants of God...
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7.H.T.

Know thou, moreover, that We found the letter S, which occurreth in the word ‘sulh’
(peace)s to have been adorned with the ornament of the vertical Alif (Salih — the
Righteous One), which is glorified in the widely disseminated Tablet. And when the
effulgent light of this heavenly Word shone forth, the portals of heaven were flung open
and the Kingdom of Names was manifested and the Revelation of God fulfilled through
the appearance of the letters H and ‘A after their having been linked up with the
horizontal Alif bejeweled with the point [B likned with Ha — Baha (Arabic script in
notes) Note: With horizontal Alif and one point, the only letter that can be formed is B
by placing the point under the Alif. No other form or letter is conceivable] — the Point
out of which the treasured Name hath been revealed, and the hidden Mystery unraveled
and the preserved Secret divulged. It is the point from which all created things have
been generated and thereunto have returned. Thereupon We witnessed the Word utter a
word which is common to the vocabulary and language of every nation. And no sooner
had it been uttered than there shone forth above the horizon of its utterance a Luminary
before whose effulgent splendor the sun in the heavens did obscure. Then the Word
exclaimed: Verily the head of seventy is now attired with the crown of forty which is
linked up with seven before ten [According to Abjad numerology: ‘A amounts 705 M to 40, Z to 7
and I to 10 — hence Mu’azzi (the Comforter)]. Thereat the Word groaned aloud, saying: How
strange to see the house unmindful of the landlord, and the son ignoring his father, and
in like manner the eager soul turning away from the shelter and abode he hath been

seeking.

7.S.L.

Know thou that We saw the exterior letter S'ad ( ) in the Word “Peace” (S'ulh’). It,
verily was adorned with the ornament of the upright letter “A” (|) and is what hath
assuredly, been mentioned in an Outspread Tablet. And upon the manifestation of the

lights of that Divine Word, the Gate of Heaven was opened and the Kingdom of the
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Names appeared. And this matter was completed through the letter “H” (o) after which
it was united to the leveled letter “A” (alif = - ) which was adorned with the point (. Of
the letter “‘B” = ) from which the Treasured Name, the Hidden Mystery and the
Guarded Symbol (¢lg = Baha) emerged. It, verily, is the Point (.) from which
existence hath appeared and unto which it hath returned. The We saw the Word which
uttered a Word which every community found to be according to its own tongue and
language. When that Word was uttered> a Sun shone forth from the Horizon of the
Announcement, the Light of which eclipsed the sun of the heavens. It said ‘The head of
seventy hath been adorned with the crown of the forty and been united with the seven
before the ten’. Then it lamented and it said> ‘What is this that I see? The house doth not
recognize its master neither doth the son pay heed unto his father; nor likewise is the

hopeful seeker cognizant of his place of refuge and heaven.

7.2

You may know that the letter Sad (_») contained in the word [ 6“..4] is perfected by
Alif [\] for it is mentioned in the revealed tablet. At the appearance of the splendour of
the divine word the door [ub] of heaven opened and the Kingdom of heaven
approached; and after the issue of the letter h La] which being united with Alif was
perfected in the point. We received the hidden name, the covered mystery, the dark
type. The point is the bliss into which all things return. Upon this we saw that the word
was speaking through the word and this was made known to different religious
communities according to their languages and tongues, then appeared a sun surpassing
and obscuring in splendor the sun of heaven and shouted. The leader of the seventy has
been crowned with the crowns of the forty; and seven comes before ten. At the same
time it groaned and said: What is it that I see the house whose owner does not know it,

neither does the son turn to his father, nor the oppressed to his deliverer.
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8.H.T.

O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of true understanding! He who hath known the
fluid that is solid and hath recognized that which is still and yet it soareth, the Seen and
the Unseen» the Resplendent and the Hidden, such a man is so carried away by the
radiance of His glory that he will soar on the wings of longing in the atmosphere of

divine presence of holiness and reunion.

8.S.L.

O thou who soarest in the atmosphere of mystic knowledge! Whoso knoweth the One in
Whose Person what floweth yet exhibiteth solidity; what soareth yet is at rest; what is
manifest yet concealed and what is resplendent yet veiled, shall be seized by the
attraction of the divine Effulgences to such an extent that he will fly on the wings of

yearning in the atmosphere of nearness» holiness and reunion.

8.Z.

Oh thou bird in the heights of science; he who knows how water crystallizes, he who
knows the silent happiness, the secret assurance, the covered rise of the sun, he draws
in the rays of light in such a manner that he flies with the wings of desire in the

atmosphere, approaching the completion of holiness.
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9.HT.

As regards that which your honor hath mentioned about darkness, We testify that it

pervadeth all mankind. Happy is he who is illumined by the light that shineth
Y'Y
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resplendent from the horizon of the mercy of his Lord, the Most Exalted. Verily
darkness is but idle fancies and vain imaginings whereby people are deterred from

drawing nigh unto the Kingdom when it was manifested at the bidding of God> the Lord

of the realm on high.

9.SL.

With regard to that which thine eminence hath mentioned concerning the darkness, We
bear witness that it hath encompassed the creatures. Blessed be he who hath been
illumined by the Light which shineth forth from the horizon of the Mercy of his Lord,
the Most Holy. The darkness is the vain imaginings by virtue of which the people were
prevented from turning towards the Kingdom when the King of the Divine Realm

appeared with the Cause of God.

9.7.

What you, learned Sir, have mentioned with regard to the darkness of ignorance is
confirmed by us» for the same encircles the sleeping. Blessed is he, who sees in the
horizon the rays of the morning with the mercy of the most Holy Lord. Darkness is the
illusion of the sleeping, who thereby are prevented from the pilgrimage towards the

Kingdom which the Almighty Ruler revealed by His express order.
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10.H.T.

As to the remark thou hast made concerning the view expressed by so—and—so to the

effect that there is no difference between us on the subject of Spirit. Indeed> this is true
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inasmuch as Spirit is sanctified from being harmed by the outburst of human discord
and is exalted above the insinuations of evil suggestions. It is the manifestation of the
light of Divine Unity amongst men and the wondrous sign of the Ancient of Days
amidst the peoples of the world. Whoever turneth thereunto hath verily turned unto Him
Who hath bestowed it and whoso breaketh off from it hath broken off from Him Who
generated it and hath given a voice unto it. Verily He hath been supreme above all that
hath been and shall be and He now is what He hath ever been. However, the radiance of
the light which is shed upon the mirrors would vary according to the diversity of forms

and colors.

10.S.L.

As for what thou hast mentioned, that a certain person hath supposed that there are no
differences between us with regard to the Spirit (Jesus), this is indeed the truth
inasmuch as the Spirit (Jesus) is sanctified beyond being overwhelmed by differences or
encompassed by symbolic expressions. He, verily, is the Light of Oneness among
mankind and the sign of the Ancient of Days among the peoples. He who turneth unto
Him (Jesus) hath turned unto He (God) who sent Him (Jesus) and who rejecteth Him
had rejected He who caused Him to be made manifest and to speak forth. He hath ever
been what He was and will ever remain the same as what He was; only the Effulgence

of His Theophany in the Mirrors varies on account of Their different forms and colors.

10.Z.

We fully agree to your words with regard to the spirit and see that there is no difference
between us. The spirit is too pure to be attained by differences, neither can it be
comprehended by outward signss for he is the appearance of the light of unity among
creatures and the symbol of progress between nations. He who receives him, receives
him who has sent him and he who opposes him, opposes him from whom he
proceedeth. He is what he is and remains what he has been, but his rays differ according

to the purity of the mirrors and according to the difference of forms and colours.
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11.H.T.

O friend! Should a token of the hidden secret which is enshrined in mysteries be
divulged, the souls of them that have clung to the things current amongst men and cast

away that which is with God would be sorely perturbed.

11.SL.
O beloved One! Should a hint of the secret which was veiled in mystery be disclosed
the hearts of those who cling unto what they possess and cast away what is with God

would be thrown into confusion.

11.Z.
Oh friend, when the symbol is revealed to those who may be convince, then the hearts
of those will tremble, who have robbed what they possess and thrown away what

belongs to the Lord.
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12.H.T.

O friend! Wert thou to ponder a while upon that which We have imparted unto thee and
to fulfill whatsoever hath been mentioned with perfect constancy, surely there shall

appear from thy person that which hath appeared in the past.

12.S.L.

If thine eminence would ponder upon what We have set forth for thee and rise up
according to what hath been mentioned with the greatest steadfastness, there would,

verily > be manifest from thee what was previously made manifest.
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12.7.

Honoured Sir! When you consider what we told you, then will come to pass through

you that which formerly happened.
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13.H.T.

O friend! This Bird is fallen into the clutches of tyranny and sedition, unable to find
itself a nest wherein it could abide, nor is there a space to wing its way unto it, yet,
despite such conditions it summoneth mankind unto the eternal life. Well is it with the

attentive ear.

13.S.L.

O beloved one! This Bird is ensnared betwixt the talons of oppression and hypocrisy
and seest no nest wherein he might dwell nor any retreat unto which he might wing his
way. In such a state doth He summon mankind unto everlasting life. Blessed be the

attentive ear!

13.Z.

Oh friend! The bird is in the claws of oppression and wickedness and findeth no nest
where he may rest nor space where to flee to. In this condition the creature supplicates

for life everlasting. Blesses is the ear that hears and the eye that sees!
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14.H.T.

We entreat God to gather us within a single court and to graciously enable us to do that

which is pleasing and acceptable unto Him.
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14.SL.

We ask God that he might bring us together in the same place and might assist us in

what He loveth and is well —-pleasing unto Him.

14. 7.

We ask God that He may unite us in the same place and give unto us that whish is well -

pleasing in His sight. (Signed) The imprisoned

The oppressed
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